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Upcoming Events

 School has been in session for about two weeks already!  
Where has the year gone? September brings us to the close 
of the season after Pentecost known as “Ordinary Time”; the 
Church year then finishes with the season that used to be known 
as Michaelmas. The time between the Feast of St. Michael and 
All Angels and First Advent. September will be a very busy 
month with the start of Choir and Sunday school.   
 We begin the month with a collect beseeching our Lord to “graft 
in our hearts the love of your Name…” it continues ask for us 
to have true religion. Religion is what God intended for us, 
including the following of the 10 commandments and regular 
communal worship of God. Man-made religion (unfortunately) 
results in doing what feels good and feeds us.  That is why there 
are over 30,000 different churches in the United States. We live 
in a “me-centered” consumer society.
Our collect for the second week asks Almighty God that we 
may trust in him with our hearts. This collect reminds us of our 
reliance on God’s mercy. Moses exhorts us in Deuteronomy to 
choose life through our obedience to God’s commandments.  
We find that, as Disciples, we are blessed when we honor him 
with our lives and witness to build his Kingdom in this place 
and at this time. In the Gospel of Luke, our Lord makes it clear 
that it is not easy to be a Disciple of his as we are distracted by 
so many worldly cares and material distractions. He does make 
it clear that it is clearly worth it for us to strive to be his disciple 
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What’s Inside

See Mark Your Calendars (p. 2) and News Flash 
and Updates (p. 4) for more details

September 8: Ice Cream Social
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Mission Leadership Team

There is a calendar of events listed on the 
bulletin board in the Parish Hall for the 
month. The sign-up sheet for flowers and the 
Sanctuary Candle is on the bulletin Board 
outside the Nave in the Cloister.

FUTURE EVENTS:
Ice Cream Social – Sunday, September 8th 
following the 10:00 am Eucharist /Free
Michaelmas – TBA either 9/29 or 10/6
Blessing of the Animals – 9:30 AM – October 5th

Brats Party – October 12th, 2:00 pm – the 
Bylers are hosting

Mark Your Calendars

The next meeting will be September 18, 2019 
following the 6:00 PM Eucharist.

Next Mission Leadership 
Team Meeting

as we grow in our own spiritual journey.  So we 
pray for God’s blessing that we not be anxious 
about earthly things but keep ourselves focused 
upon those that will endure through eternity.
 St. Paul gives us a witness through his letter 
to Timothy that our past is just that, past. In Christ 
we are all made new creatures and can live that 
new life confident in God’s grace and mercy as 
we witness to the peace that we receive through 
our Lord’s promise of eternal life. Jesus points 
out the rejoicing in heaven when even one sinner 
repents and returns to a life with God.
 In the next Gospel Jesus tells us that we cannot 
serve both God and wealth. There are many places 
in the Scriptures where our Lord addresses the 
concern over, and control by, our financial state.  
He makes it clear that we are to focus on him and 
pursue a life of sacrificial giving.
At the last Sunday of September, in his letter to 
Timothy St. Paul gives us the, often misquoted, 
statement that “the love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evil”. Jesus give us the Parable of 
the rich man often called “Jeeves” where he 
shows the eternal result of the consuming love 
of money.
As the Prophets and the Apostles have told us, all 
things are given to us by God as a gift to be used, 
stewarded and shared rather than kept, hoarded 
and consumed. This is a hard thing to consider 
in our current economy, but it is a lesson that can 
serve us well as we grow closer to Christ in our 
relationship with him. May you be blessed in this 
season as you seek grow in grace and the pursuit 
of heavenly treasure.

See you in Church!

In Christ’s love, 
Fr. Swan.

Outreach
NOTE: We are still gathering food items on 
Sunday for NE Community Fund. Please 
remember to bring an item with you. It is so 
easy if you just throw an extra item in your 
cart when shopping for yourself. Items most 
needed are: peanut butter, cereal, canned 
meats, canned “meals”, cereal, rice, beans.
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ADULT STUDY
Friday Bible Study continues at 10 AM on 
Friday in the Guild Room. We are studying 
the book of Isaiah. There are some lively 
discussions – I highly recommend that you 
join us!  
Adult Sunday School:  Adult Sunday School 
classes will resume on the Sunday after Labor 
Day, September 8. For the first quarter, we 
will study the apocryphal book of Tobit. Part 
history and part wisdom, Tobit is the dramatic 
story of a father, a son, a widow, angels, and 
the mercy of God who loves those who love 
and serve him with faithfulness. The Sunday 
School meets at 9:00 in the Guild Room. All 
are welcome, and I hope you’ll attend. Pax 
Christi, Chris
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Youth Sunday School: TBA

Education Opportunities

Favorite Recipe Corner
Orzo Pasta Salad
1 lb. orzo pasta 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 
½ C. olive oil 
¼ C. red wine vinegar 
1 clove garlic, minced 
½ t. dried oregano 
8 oz. mini cucumbers, diced 
¼ C. diced red onion  
1-pint grape tomatoes, halved lengthwise 
8 oz. cubed feta cheese 
½ C. pitted kalamata olives, coarsely chopped
Cook the pasta according to the directions.  
Drain well and rinse with cold water.  
Meanwhile, whisk the olive oil, vinegar, 
garlic, oregano, ¼ t. salt and 1/8 t. pepper in a 
small bowl or shake in a small jar.  In a large 
bowl, combine the cooked and cooled pasta, 
cucumbers, onion, tomatoes, feta and olives.  
Drizzle with the dressing, toss gently until 
uniformly combined.  Make a few hours or 
a day ahead so that the salad ingredients can 
“marry”.
Submitted by Lora Varhola Bailey (Marv’s 
sister)
Onion Shortcake
1 large sweet onion, sliced  
½ stick butter 
1 box Jiffy cornbread 
1 egg, slightly beaten 
1/3 cup milk 
2 drops tabasco 
¼ tsp. salt 
¼ tsp. dill  
1 small (9 oz.) can creamed corn 
1 cup sour cream

Sauté onion in butter.  
COMBINE: Egg, milk, cornbread, tabasco, and 
creamed corn. Put in a greased 8-inch square 
pan. 
MIX: Sour cream, salt, dill, ½ cup cheese, 
onions and butter and pour over top. Now put 
on remaining ½ cup cheese.
Bake at 450 degrees for 30 minutes.
This is a recipe I got from Judy Ellison many 
years ago. I rediscovered it recently and we 
found it to be just as good as I remembered.  
Thanks Judy.
Submitted by Mary Peters
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Reminder: If you did not opt in to receive 
emails regarding prayer requests and 
updates on the happenings at St. John’s, 
please let the office know if you wish to 
receive these emails.

CHANGE FOR GAME NIGHT: November 
16th – time -TBA -Hawleys and Peters Chairs
_____________________________________

Jan Akins, the St. John’s Historian, submitted 
the following:

 In updating the 2000 St. John’s history, I 
often run across items that are interesting and 
timely.  I am currently going through the early 
Padre’s Pen articles in the Eagle’s Nest written 
by Father Swan. One column that caught my 
attention was from November 2012. Here is the 
paragraph that made me think about the future 
of St. John’s. 

 “It is amazing to get a call from the local 
hospital that a person has been admitted and 
asked that the Church be contacted, but the 
name is unrecognizable. A search of the records 
may find that the individual was baptized or 
confirmed at St. John’s years ago. They don’t go 
to Church, but at least St. John’s is the church 
that they don’t go to…  If we ever to get to the 
point that those who are out there counting on 
St. John’s to always be there, outnumber those 
who do attend weekly, and do pledge regularly 
for the work of the church, the time may come 
when they ask the Hospital to call, and the 
phone no longer rings and doors are closed 
and they ask, “gee, what happened?”

News Flash & Updates  He continues, “A church thrives first 
and foremost on the regular worship of its 
members. After all, the Church is its members.” 
In essence, a healthy church has members with 
….” regular, determined Worship and prayer, 
a commitment to the financial future of the 
believers assembled and the presence of the 
Sprit in our worship and praise.”  
 St. John’s future is on the line and this 
discussion really hit home with me. We have 
been complacent. Father Swan and Marv will be 
retiring in December. St. John’s will be looking 
for a new rector. What can St. John’s offer that 
person? Longtime parishioners always point to 
the beautiful mass, the wonderful building, the 
spirit of Worship, and the long-time friendships 
that have been built. These days, most of those 
assembled are longtime supporters of St. John’s.  
New people sometimes return, but I’m not sure 
they are getting the care and nurturing that they 
may need. Every Sunday we pray for people to 
come to our baptismal font. Think about that. 
How can we make that happen? Now is the 
time to make a commitment to return to regular 
worship and become an active participant.  
Let’s show that we are worthy of a dedicated 
clergy member by showing up, participating 
and supporting this family of God.  
 This fall is the time to commit to giving 
back to St John’s all that you have been given.  
Bishop Martins has stated that he is already 
aware of FOUR Diocese of Springfield clergy 
vacancies, either presently, or anticipated later 
this year. He has begun looking for clergy who 
would be interested in making St. John’s their 
home and is concerned about finding the right 
fit for a congregation. We all need to make a 
concerted effort to be here each Sunday and 
support our style of worship if we want to keep 
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the phone lines available and the doors open.  
No one cares how long you haven’t been there 
but will be tickled to see you when you do 
return. Don’t let St. John’s be your Church you 
don’t go to or support!
_____________________________________

A note from Marv:  

We arrived in Decatur in the summer of 2011…I 
can hardly believe it has been 8 years!  At any 
rate, I attended the Vestry meeting in September 
and discovered that St. John’s did not have a 
newsletter and inquired about that.  At that time 
Janet Barding (now Kling) was Clerk and she 
indicated that if I gathered information, she 
would lay it all out so that it looked nice (and 
boy, does she!!). And so, the journey began!  
Our first joint effort was October 2011. I really 
did not have a deadline as to how long I would 
continue to be” the gatherer”; however, who 
would have thought that I would still be doing 
it would 8 years later? As I write this, I have a 
mixed bag of feelings. This newsletter will be 
my last – a “Swan Song”. My hope and prayer 
is that it will continue. I am aware that many do 
not read it but for those who do, we must realize 
that it is an important part of our ministry here 
at St. John’s. I stated when we first arrived 
that I would help with anything needed except 
ushering (and I have), I think it’s time for me 
to start bowing out since we are leaving the end 
of November, and I am choosing the newsletter 
as my first bow. Know that I love each one of 
you for who you are and for what you offer 
of yourselves to the work of our beloved St. 
John’s. We have been so blessed by your love 
and support and value that love and support!
_____________________________________

September 8th – Ice Cream Social – 
 Kathy Phillips and Sandy Roe
Michaelmas – TBA either 9/29 or 10/6
October 5th – 9:30 AM – blessing of the animals 
October 12th– Brats Party 2:00 pm – the Bylers  
 are hosting
November 16th – Game night – bring your own  
 snacks -time – TBA- the Hawleys  
 and Peters
December 15th – Lessons and Carols – 
 Kathy Phillips and ??? need a volunteer
December 27th – St. John’s Patronal Feast – 
 6:00 PM Eucharist and dinner out. There  
 will be a sign-up sheet.
January 19th – Annual Meeting

Serving Opportunities
Any interested youth over the age of ten, or any 
adult, interested in becoming an Acolyte, please 
contact Chris Dodson or Father Swan.

Every Wednesday at 6:00 pm and Friday at 7:30 
am we meet for Eucharist. It is our custom to 
honor a memorable figure in the life of the Church 
down through the ages. For September, we will 
give thanks to God for these faithful servants:

Saints Days for September: 
Wednesdays
September 4 David Pendleton Oakerhater
 11 Alexander Crummell 
 18 Edward Bouverie Pusey 
 25 Sergius
Fridays
September 6 Martyrs of New Guinea
 13 Holy Cross
 20 St. Matthew, Apostle
 27 Lancelot Andrewes

Holy Days in September
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Fall is around the corner!  What is your ministry 
at St. John’s?

Two St. John’s parishioners 
came home from East Bay 
Church Camp and wanted 
to continue helping in the 
services by being acolytes.  
Jackson Cole, 12, Aurelia 
Cole, 10, and Hailey Cole, 
8, children of Emily Cole, 
participated in a Friday afternoon Acolyte 
Training with Father Swan. They attend Maroa 
Forsyth Middle and Grade Schools.  ackson is 
involved in baseball and basketball and is getting 
ready for 7th grade. Aurelia also plays soccer, 
basketball and the piano. She will be in 4th grade 
this fall. They are currently learning the ropes by 
shadowing other lay people. Please say hello on 
your way out of communion. Welcome!

Mindy reported that the Bishop’s visit went well 
with John O’Rourke’s Confirmation and the 
honoring of the graduates, Benjamin Peters and 
Stefan Woods on May 18th; St. John’s had a table 
at the Decatur Annual Prayer Breakfast on May 
30th; the Annual Outdoor Eucharist and picnic 
went very well with lots of really yummy side 
dishes on June 2nd at the Forsythe Pavilion; we 
celebrated the life of Vince Cooling on June 3rd 

with a reception following; we worked with the 
Church of the Brethren who toured our facilities 
to determine a move to St. John’s for their future 
worship space; following the summer Church 
camp, we now have two new youth acolytes; the 
Mix and Mingle held on August 17th was a great 
event with 34 people attending; and we hosted an 
Eagle Scout Ceremony for Benjamin Peters on 
August 18th. Dick stated that he will be obtaining 
3 bids for the repairing and sealing of our parking 
lot; Burdick’s has made several repairs to our 
plumbing and cooling systems. Fr. Swan gave his  
report with all that he has done this summer; the 
Deanery Meeting will be held on September 22nd 
and we will be hosting the meeting; Synod will 
be held on October 18th and 19th in Alton. For the 
good of the order: It is great to see young acolytes 
again; the Strategic Planning Committee has been 
recessed for the summer and will address several 
items in the very near future – the Facebook page 
to be updated, the new Website and the newsletter.

Fall into Ministry

MLT Meeting Highlights
5th- Hye Seung Byler
 Susan Currie
12th- Terry Roe
16th- Richard Swan
19th - Sara Davis
 Annette Leigh
20th - Marv Swan
22nd - Suzannah Rotz-Crutcher
23rd- Sandra King
 Francis Lee
24th - Jackie Chamberlain
26th- Barbara Peoples
30th- Brenda Sensenig

Birthdays
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